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DO IT YOURSELF!

| Puts more contro| in
the creatorg’ hands,
Whether they’re paying
to have thejr work
printed, Producing it
entirely themselves, or
Something in between.

"
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explosion
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of new avenues for §

the practice is a much
broader and more
enduring phenomenon.

| self-publishing,
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Self-Publishin
from

This companion
zine to the

at Houghton Library
celebrates some of
the technologies
that have been used
to self-publish.
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but all have
played a crucial
role in creators
taking control
of their work.
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LETTER

PSS

Letterpress print'mg uses a press to transfer
ink from @ raised surface to paper- For most of
\etterpress’s history, that raised surface was

composed of movable type: individual pieces of

metal for each letter, space, and punctuat'\on
mark. This allows letters to be rearranged
repeated\y to print new texts. Movable type
itself or'\g'\nated in China in the eleventh
century; pbut it Kkicked off @ printing revolution
hundreds of years later when mechanica\
printing presses and an efficient way to

cast metal type were developed in Europé-.
Letterpress was the dominant means of
printing books until well into the 20th century-
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VIRGINIA WOOLF

With woodcuts by VANESSA BE,
JEL;

Virginia Woolf and

Vanessa Bell, Kew

, Gard

ECI W8827 919k, Houghton Libra:’:s (1919).
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HOWL

for Carl Solamen
I

1 sav the best minds of my generation destroyed by
o

2 B

through the negro streebs at dmm

s angry fix,

angelheaded hipsters burning for the ancient heavenly
connection to the starry dynsuo in the mechin.
ery of night,

who poverty and tatters and hollow-eyed and high
2at up snoking in the supernatvral derknese
of cold-water flats floating across the tops
of cities contemplating jass,

who bared their eaven under th
Mohammedan a ering on to
1llumtnated,

who passed through uvniversities with railan
hallucinating Arkansss and Diak
among the scholars of war,

o were expelled from the academies f
publishing obscene odes on tne
the skull,

who cowered in unshaven rooms in unierwear, burning
their noney in waete .8 and Mstening to
the Terror through the wally

who got busted in their pubic beards returning throngh
Laredo with a belt of marijvans for dew York,

who ate fire in paint hotels or drank turpentine in
Paradise Alley, death, or purgatoried their
torsos night after night

with dreams, with drugs, with waking nightmsres,
alcohol znd cock and endless balls,

incomparrable blind streets of shuddering cloud end
lightning in the mind leaping todard poles
of Canada & Paterson, illuminating a1l the
motionless world of Time between,

Peyote solidities of halls, backyard green tree ceme-
tary dawns, wine-drunkeness over the rooftops,
storefront boroushs of teshead joyride neon
blinking traffic light, sun and moon and tree
wibrations in the roaring winter dusks of
Brooklyn, ashcan rantings and kind king iight
of mind,

who chained themselves to subways for the endless ride
from Battery to holy Bronx on benzedrine until

e Fi and saw
roofs

aty &
dows of

Allen Ginsberg, “Howl: for Carl Solomon”
(1956). PS3513.174 HB 1956b, Houghton Library.
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Leo Tolstoy, Kreitserova Sonata [Kreutzer Sonata] (1890).
RC8.15885.890k, Houghton Library.



DO IT YOURSELF! FROM LETTERPRESS TO LASER JET

HE BLACK PANTHER PARTY

Emory Douglas and others, The Black Panther Community News Service (1969).
AP95.85665 (B), Houghton Library.
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WE ARE BUT REFUCEES"'

Barry Saiki, editor, The Pen (1943).
2021-185, Houghton Library.
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Xerox machines project an image from
a scanning ped to a drum, which is
e\ectrostatica\ly charged to attract partic\es

of powdered ink called toner. The toner is
ultimately fused onto papers copying the
original photographed page. Photocopiers were
incredibly easy to use, with no fussy stencils
and no per-copy |labor—as long as the machine
didn’t jam. The machines quickly pecame
common in offices and copy shops; leading

to an unprecedented pro\iferation of copied
memos, chain |etters, and activist artworks.
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Linda Simpson, M
, My Comrade (1987
MS Typ 1295, Houghton Library. '
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print runs. Zine creators and small press
publishers often use these op‘.tlon.s, pllés
digital spins on old technol.ognes like t "ek
Risograph, which puts a Mimeograph-like
drum inside a copier body.

tng-khi E%%5 go back, to return (home or
where one came from)

Bin-na-chai m-chai ¢ ho-thi* be? Fzfo-
PERIBERIHEES 2 | wonder if it
will be fair tomorrow?

chheng-sio #4 %3 wear warm clothes'

aunt, father's elder brother's wife a-n £}
aunt, father's eldest sister toa-ko™ A%
aunt, father's sisters a-ko* %4 54

aunt, father's younger brother's wife a-chim
fE

aunt, mother's brother's wife a-Kim i
aunt, mother's sisters a-i fof i, #if

iu-iu #@sAK> greasy, oily

Chhau-tav-his goa chiah -koan (i-koan-
§1). BeErRRML T - | am not
accustomed to eat stinky bean curd.

Alice Wu, (tng2-khi3)(tng2-1ai5) (2021). 2023H-17, Houghton Library.
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JOANNA HARCOURT-SMITH

Joanna Harcourt-Smith, Tripping the Bardo with Timothy Leary: My Psychedelic Love Story
(2013). PS3608.A73 T75 2013, Houghton Library.
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